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BENEFITS PLANNING, ASSISTANCE 
& OUTREACH (BPAO) PROJECT 
 

By: Charlene Hintz and Mary Kennedy 
 

The Ticket to Work and Work Incentives 
Improvement Act authorized the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) to establish a community-
based work incentives planning and assistance 
program. The purpose of this program is to provide 
accurate information related to work incentives to 
beneficiaries with disabilities. IndependenceFirst is 
the Benefits Planning, Assistance & Outreach 
(BPAO) provider for Milwaukee, Waukesha, 
Washington and Ozaukee counties. 
 

The IndependenceFirst BPAO Project is available 
to individuals receiving Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI) and/or Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) benefits who are interested in 
becoming employed. The primary focus is to assist 
individuals with disabilities with making informed 
choices about working. 
 

Services provided through the IndependenceFirst 
BPAO Project include: 
 

Information and Referral – Information on Federal 
and State benefit programs. 
 

Problem Solving and Advocacy – Assistance with 
Federal and State benefit and work incentive 
problems. 
 

Benefits Analysis and Advisement – An 
assessment of a beneficiary’s situation and the 
impact of work on Federal and State benefits. 
 

Benefits Support Planning – Assistance with 
developing a long-term plan incorporating the 
beneficiary’s work goal and available work 
incentives. 
 

Benefits Management – Assistance with managing 
benefits when a beneficiary experiences changes 
that affect benefits. 
 

For more information about the IndependenceFirst 
BPAO Project please contact our Benefits 
Specialists Charlene Hintz (x8336) or Mary 
Kennedy (x8335) at 414-291-7520 voice/TTY. 
 

FREE TAX RETURN 
PREPARATION AVAILABLE 
 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) provide free tax 
preparation for people with limited incomes, 
disabilities, or limited English proficiency. Most 
VITA and TCE sites provide free electronic filing for 
fast refunds. For information about the site nearest 
you, call Mark K. Laing, Tax Specialist at 414-297-
1322. 
 

If you have access to a computer you can also use 
Free File at www.irs.gov. Free File is a consortium 
of software companies providing free federal filing 
to a variety of individuals. Choose the company 
best for you. 
 

HAPPENINGS IN THE PARKS! 
 

Spring Fishing Clinics for Children 
Saturday, April 9, 2005 
 

Bring your children, age 
15 and under, to a free 
fishing clinic. Members 
of local fishing clubs will teach fishing basics to 
ensure safety and fun. 
 

Attend a clinic at; Brown Deer, Greenfield, 
Humboldt, McCarty (wheelchair accessible), 
McGovern (wheelchair accessible), Mitchell, Scout 
Lake (wheelchair accessible), Sheridan, and Wilson 
Park. 
 

Clinics will begin on the hour from 9am–2pm. Bring 
your own rod and reel; only a limited number of 
rods and reels will be available. No pre-registration 
is required. This program is free and open to the 
public. For details, call the DNR at (414) 263-8614. 

tochnikowski@milwcnty.com 
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2005 POWER LUNCH 
Patty Duke is Speaker 
 

This year's IndependenceFirst POWER LUNCH will 
be held on June 15th, 2005 at the Midwest Airlines 
Center Ballroom. The event highlights the influence 
of people with disabilities in the workplace, in the 
marketplace and 
throughout the 
community. As part of a 
dynamic and 
informative program, 
the POWER LUNCH 
will host Patty Duke as 
the featured guest 
speaker. Ms. Duke, is best known as a child 
actress in her role as Helen Keller in “The Miracle 
Worker” and in “The Patty Duke Show” and most 
recently as a spokesperson for people with mental 
illness. Ms. Duke will be forthright about her bouts 
with manic-depression and the success strategies 
she has learned. 
 

Last year's luncheon at the Midwest Airlines Center 
hosted over 800 people with guest speaker Henry 
Winkler, so get your tickets/tables early for this 
CAN'T MISS EVENT!  Individual tickets are $50 
each and corporate tables are available. Call 414-
291-7520 v/tty for more information! 
 

EARNED INCOME CREDIT 
May Be Money in Your Pocket!  
 

It is tax time again.  Don't forget to file!   
 

Maybe you think you don't need to file because you 
didn't make enough money. But, you may miss out 
on the Earned Income Credit (EIC). Disabilities 
often prevent people from working as much as they 
would like. An individual with a disability may not 
owe tax, but should file to get EIC if they qualify. 
 

Individuals earning less than $11,490 in 2004 may 
be entitled to EIC. What this means is that if an 
individual with a disability lives alone or in 

supported living and had earned income (wages, 
but not including Social Security benefits or SSI) of 
less then $11,490, that person may be eligible for a 
refund of up to $390. This is true even if no income 
tax is withheld on Form W-2, the wage statement 
from the employer.   
 

Adults between ages 25 and 64 who are not 
claimed as dependents or for EIC purposes on 
another return can file their own return, often a 
Form 1040EZ, and receive a check of up to $390 
that does not count as an asset or income for SSI 
purposes. If the individual is married the income 
limit for a couple without children in their home is 
$12,490.   
 

In addition, if the person was eligible in prior years 
and did not file returns to claim the EIC, they can 
still file for 2001, 2002, and 2003, as well as 2004.  
The 2001 return needs to be filed before April 15, 
2005. There is no penalty for filing late if the 
government owes you money, but usually the 
return claiming the refund needs to be filed within 
three years of the original due date. Prior year 
returns can be ordered by calling 1-800-TAX-
FORM. 
 

If you have a disabled child living in your home, 
your family may qualify for EIC if you, as the parent, 
work. If you are a parent whose child with a 
disability lives with you and your household income 
is less than $30,338 ($31,338 if married filing 
jointly), you may be eligible for EIC of up to $2,604.  
If you also have other children living with you and 
your 2004 income is less than $34,458 ($35,458 if 
married), you may be eligible for EIC up to $4,300.  
Disabled children can qualify you for EIC 
regardless of age. Other children must be under 19 
or under 24 and a fulltime student. 
 

More information about the EIC rules is available in 
Publication 596, Earned Income Credit. It contains 
eligibility criteria and instructions for claiming the 
tax credit. Copies of the publication are available in 
English and Spanish and can be found on the IRS 
Web site at www.irs.gov or by calling 1-800-
TAXFORM (1-800-829-3676). 

tochnikowski@milwcnty.com 
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SAIL AWAY SUMMER! 
Three Dates Available 
 
Join us for a refreshing sail on Lake Michigan.  We 
launch from the Milwaukee Community Sailing 
Center for mid morning sails on June 24 and July 
29.    An early afternoon launch will be held on 
August 19.   
 
Any person with a disability, their family and friends 
are invited.  We can accommodate 40 people for 
each sailing.  The Sailing Center has installed a 
Hoyer lift for people who have difficulty transferring.  
All sailors must have some upper body strength 
needed to duck when the boom comes about.   
 
The boat we will be using is an Ensign and can 
accommodate up to five sailors.  (See above).  
There is no charge for the sail.  Reservations are 
required.  Please call Bridget at 414-278-3938 or 
email bbannon@milwcnty.com . 
 
 

WIL-O-WAY SUMMER CAMP –  
Almost Full 
 
“Get your applications in now”, advised Bridget 
Bannon, Office for Persons with Disabilities.  The 
camp is very popular and there are only a few slots 
left to fill.   
 
Wil O Way Summer Day Camp runs from June 27 
through August 5. Campers can sign up for the full 
six-week session or can attend a three-week 
session.   Anyone with a disability between the 
ages of 7 through 60 is eligible.  The camp is held 
at the two Wil O Way locations in Grant Park in 
South Milwaukee and in Underwood Park in 
Wauwatosa.  Camp fees include transportation 
from the camper’s home.   The three-week session 
costs $195 for Milwaukee County residents and the 
six week session costs $295.   For more  
information call Susan Klawien at 414-571-5566 
extension 421.  
 

SUMMER CAMP - HELP WANTED! 
 
Several positions are still unfilled for the 2005 Wil O 
Way Summer Camp.  These include Counselor 
positions, responsible for planning activities and 
supervising camper groups.   
 
Also needed is a nurse for the  Wil O Way 
Underwood location.  For more information, call 
Susan Klawien at 414-571-5566 extension 421. 
 

    

MEMORIAL DAY 
WEEKEND 
RUMMAGE SALE 
May 30 

 
A mega sale will be held at the two Wil O Way to 
benefit the Wil O Way programs.  Both locations 
will include celebrity items.  Please start identifying 
items you can contribute and plan to attend.  There 
will be a lot to choose from and bargains galore! 

tochnikowski@milwcnty.com 

mailto:bbannon@milwcnty.com
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VAN FOR SALE 
 
Fully accessible 1985 Ford Econoline
150 full size van with raised roof and
extended, remote-controlled side
doors. Hand controls for driving and
90 degree swivel driver’s seat for easy
transfer. 1997 model remote-
controlled Braun hydraulic swing out
lift. New parts under the hood include
fuel pump, muffler, rebuilt carborator,
alternator, gas tank for excellent
running at 94,000 miles. Air
conditioning, curtains & tie downs.
$6,600. Call Ron, 414-445-8677 
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POWER WHEELCHAIR 
FOR SALE 

 
Pronto M6 model power
wheelchair with variable
speed & reverse. Built in
battery charger. Color; dark
blue. Must sell; $1,400 or
best offer. Will Deliver. 
 
Call Gordie @ 414-321-8094

POWER WHEELCHAIR 
FOR SALE 

 
Action Power 9000 power
wheelchair for sale. Size is
adult standard. Seat width =
18” wide. Comes with a
backpack and cushion. 
 

Call @ 262-691-2598 

STANDER & 
WHEELCHAIR FOR 

SALE 
 

Stander for sale in great
shape. Used very little, 3
years old. Paid $3,700. Best
offer. Purple Action ridged
chair w/ solid back, 18” seat,
cambered wheels, Roho
cushion & more. Best offer. 
 

Call Jeff @ 920-231-0128 

VAN FOR SALE 
 
1992 Ford Econoline,
excellent condition. Running
boards, under 60,000 miles.
No rust, wheelchair lift
available. Asking $7,997. 
 
Call Ron @ 920-922-1040 or 
920-960-1040 cell, leave a 

message. 

POWER WHEELCHAIR 
FOR SALE 

 
Invacare Power Wheelchair,
adult standard, 300 lb.
Capacity, 7 months old,
asking $3,500. 
 

Call @ 414-760-1918 or 
414-353-1827 

VAN FOR SALE 
 
2001 Dodge Grand Caravan .
15,000 miles. Fully automatic
wheelchair lift. Little used.
Asking $18,000 or best offer.
 

Call @ 262-377-4033 

VAN FOR SALE 
 
2000 Dodge Grand Caravan
SE, V6 automatic, AM/FM
radio cassette. 36,000 miles.
Crow River W/C lift, W/C tie
downs, raised roof. Bruno
Tur-ney swivel front
passenger seat. New was
$38,680. Asking $15,000. 
 

Call Clark @ 262-544-9125 

VAN & POWER WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE 
 
1993 GMC Conversion Van, only 111,000 miles, excellent
condition. 6.2 GMC Diesel, Allison transmission, great fuel
mileage. One year old Braun Vangater wheelchair lift and B & D
Independence #858P passenger side transfer seat. Need to
see to appreciate. Asking $9,800. Bruno Model 2300 Power
Wheelchair with ProControl seat back and Quadtro inflatable
cushion seat, extras. 3 Years old, used once outside the home.
Asking $2,400. 
 

Call Nick @ 262-549-9599 

SCOOTER FOR SALE 
 
Bruno Typhoon C3 Scooter, brand new. Exceptionally portable,
high-performance scooter. Ultra-compact with impressive
maneuverability in space-restricted areas. 14 ½" tall, 40" long,
and 23" wide (with seat removed) will fit in most trunks Great for
travel. Heavy-duty, ultra quiet transaxle with precision steel
gears ensures many years of trouble-free service.  $1,500 or
best offer. 
 

Call Sherri @ 262-251-1081 

TWO WHEELCHAIRS, EASY PIVOT & 
SHOWER/COMMODE BENCH FOR SALE 

 
Invacare A-4 Blue 18” manual wheelchair. Arm rests, spoke
guards, pants protectors, anti-tippers and grade aids. Ridged
frame. Excellent condition. Best offer. Quickie GP 18” manual
wheelchair. Arm rests, pants protectors, anti-tippers, grade
aids, removable foot rests. Ridged frame. Excellent condition.
Best o ivoffer. Easy P t transfer equipment. Best offer.
Shower/Commode Bench. Never used. Best offer.  Contact
Mike at 414-483-8038 or mjplutz@ameritech.net . 

SCOOTER FOR SALE
 
Solo scooter with charger.
Maroon and white, 3 years
old, hardly used. Asking $800
or best offer. Must sell! 
 

Call @ 414-347-0652 

mailto:mjplutz@ameritech.net


PAR* GOLF OUTING 
 

June 21, 2005 
 
10:30 am  Clinic 
12:00 pm   Lunch    
12:45 am  Shotgun Start 
3:30 pm   Closing Ceremony & Soci
Hansen Golf Course, 9800 Underwoo
 
* People Accessing Recreation.  A tournament for Recreat
patients and friends.  $5.00 per person 
 
 
Join us as we highlight Milwaukee County’s accessible go
County golf courses.  We are forming 9 teams of four golf
least one Recreation/Physical Therapist and at least on
golf car users.  Teams will compete for fun, prizes, and br
will be reserved on a first come, first served basis.  Please 
 
GOLF CLINIC & TEST DRIVE 
There will be a Clinic given at 10:30 am.  Golfers will be a
games.  During the tournament, people not participating w
the 10th hole. 
 
 
 
 

Contact Person Name:____________________________ 
Phone Number__________________ Address_________
 
Questions? Contact Bridget at 414-278-3938 or email bba
Mail Registration to:OPD, 901 N 9 St Rm 307B, Milwau
Checks Payable to: Milwaukee County Treasurer 
al 
d Pkwy, Wauwatosa 

ion/Physical Therapists and their 

lf cars available on select Milwaukee 
ers.  Each team will consist of at 
e accessible  
agging rights.  Space is limited and 
RSVP early (by June 10th).   

ble to try the cars and get tips on their 
ill be able to “test drive” the cars on 

 

Team Name:_____________________________________________________ 
Use your Captain’s Name or get creative.  Prize for the most creative. 

   
Team       Attend             Attend  Need 
Members     Clinic? Lunch? Cart?
1._______________________________________________________________ 
 
2._______________________________________________________________ 
 
3._______________________________________________________________ 
 
4._______________________________________________________________ 
Email Address_______________________
___________________________________

nnon@milwcnty.com 
kee, WI  53233 

mailto:bbannon@milwcnty.com


Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens 
Calendar of Events – April 2005 

 
 

April 
Thurs 14 Art in the Gardens:* Pastels   (Session 2 of 8) 
  Taught by Judith Reidy, Judith Reidy Studios 
  This 8 session class has no prerequisite other than a desire to paint!  You 

will be introduced to diverse methods and techniques of painting from 

pointillism to realizism. 

Thurs 21 Art in the Gardens:* Pastels   (Session 3 of 8) 
Fri 22 Entries for Mother’s Day Contest Due 
  Join us in some friendly competition sponsored by MetroParent 

Magazine!  The Annual Mother’s Day Contest features either a drawing 

or poetry contest about your mom’s favorite flower.  Watch the April Issue 

of Metro Parent for more details. 

Sat 23 Pick-up - Father Dom's Duck’s Doo 
  Did you place an order for Father Dom’s Duck’s Doo?  It’s ready to be 

picked up.  Please stop by or call 414-525-5653 for information. 

Thurs 28 Art in the Gardens:* Pastels   (Session 4 of 8) 
    

*Dates and topics may change, please call 414-525-5653 to confirm and pre-register. 
 

#### 
 

For more information: 
Laurie A. Cafe 

Marketing and Communications Manager 
Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens 

(414) 525-5657 
 

H:\DOCDISA\Handi Notes\2005\05 april, BBG.doc 



L.I.F.E.

REGISTER NOW! Deadline is Tuesday, April 5.
Bring or mail this completed form, with check or money order payable to Milwaukee Center For
Independence, to:
Milwaukee Center For Independence
2020 W. Wells St,
Milwaukee, WI  53233

Facility Name: 

Contact Name: 

Street Address: 

City: State: Zip: Phone: 

Email:

Number attending X $5 each, total enclosed: $

Thursday 
Night Fever

Try something new!
It’s time to get out on the dance floor and disco
the night away. Move to the music, groove to the
beat and make new friends at the Thursday Night
Fever dance. Everyone is welcome.

Cost is just $5 per person, including snacks and
beverages!

Any person who needs personal care support needs
to have a caregiver attend with them. Caregivers
may attend free of charge.

Transportation is “on your own.”

Space is limited. Please send 
your check to MCFI early 
to reserve your spot!Questions?

Call Stephanie Leanes at 
414.937.2097

When & Where
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 7

MCFI
2020 West Wells Street

Milwaukee

Thursday Night Fever DanceACT#3712420 CC#420



L.I.F.E.

REGISTER NOW! Deadline is Monday, April 25.
Bring or mail this completed form, with check or money order payable to Milwaukee Center For
Independence, to:
Milwaukee Center For Independence
2020 W. Wells St,
Milwaukee, WI  53233

Facility Name: 

Contact Name: 

Street Address: 

City: State: Zip: Phone: 

Email:

Number attending X $5 each, total enclosed: $

A Night 
at the Movies

Try something new!
Join us as we turn the Milwaukee Center For
Independence Day Services area into a first-run
movie theater, especially for you and your friends!
We’ll get comfortable and screen a new release
Hollywood movie. Enjoy an evening of premier
entertainment at matinee prices!

Cost is just $5 per person, including munchies 
and soda!

Any person who needs personal care support needs
to have a caregiver attend with them. Caregivers
may attend free of charge.

Transportation is “on your own.” 

Space is limited. Please send 
your check to MCFI early to 
reserve your spot!

Questions?
Call Stephanie Leanes at 

414.937.2097

When & Where
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday evening, 
April 27

MCFI
2020 West Wells Street 

Milwaukee

Movie Night 4ACT#3712420  CC#420



Milwaukee County Office for Persons with Disabilities 
Easter Seals Kindcare Southeastern Wisconsin, Inc. 

 
SUMMER DAY CAMP 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 

 
 

POSITION AVAILABLE: Summer Day Camp Counselor 
 
HOURS: Mondays-Fridays  9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (30 hours/week) 
 
DATES: Monday, June 27th-Friday, August 5th (no camp on Monday, July 4th) 
            * You must be able to commit to the full six weeks of camp  
 
TRAINING: Orientation: Thursday, June 23rd   8:30-a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
                   Orientation: Friday, June 24th       11:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Open House 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. Experience working with people with disabilities and leading recreation activities. 
2. Self-motivated and able to work well independently. 
3. Must be reliable and dependable. 
4. Ability to demonstrate Easter Seals Kindcare's Values. 
5. High school graduate. 

 
DUTIES: 

1. Prepare, plan, conduct and evaluate a varied recreational program for a designated group of 
campers.  

2. Prepare and plan daily schedule of activities. 
3. Attend and participate in staff meetings. 
4. Provide personal care of each camper, i.e. feeding, dressing, toileting. 
5. Assume responsibility to report health concerns to the nurse, i.e. medications, sunscreen, 

injury, or illness. 
6. Assume responsibility for volunteers and step up students assigned to the group. 
7. Clean and check assigned areas daily. 
8. Assume responsibility for use and maintenance of equipment and supplies. 
9. Complete other duties as assigned. 

 
TWO LOCATIONS: Wil-O-Way Grant Recreation Center 
                              207 Lake Drive, South Milwaukee 
                              Wil-O-Way Underwood Recreation Center 
                              10602 Underwood Parkway, Wauwatosa 
 
PAY: Negotiated at time of offer 
INTERVIEWS held at the Easter Seals Kindcare Office (1016 Milwaukee Avenue, So. Milwaukee) 
Please call Susan Klawien at 571-5566 ext. 421 to schedule an interview appointment.  
 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
 
 



Milwaukee County Office for Persons with Disabilities 
Easter Seals Kindcare Southeastern Wisconsin, Inc. 

 
 

SUMMER  
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

                                                     
 
POSITION AVAILABLE: Pool/Maintenance Personnel  
 
HOURS: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays  9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
              Evening Programs: Tuesdays and Wednesdays  5:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
DATES:  Monday, June 27th - Friday, August 5th  (No camp July 4th)    
              * You must be able to commit to the full six weeks of camp  
              Evening Programs: June 28th - August 18th (Tuesdays and Wednesdays) 
 
TRAINING: Wading Pool Training will be provided  
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. Self-motivated and able to work well independently. 
2. Must be reliable and dependable. 
3. Ability to demonstrate Easter Seals Kindcare’s Values. 
4. High School graduate. 
 

DUTIES: 
1. Perform safety testing of pool. 
2. Accurately document safety testing of pool. 
3. Turn pool on during the summer camp season. 
4. Maintain safety of the pool and pool area. 
5. Do light maintenance as needed. 
6. Close pool at end of season and clean-up program area. 
7. Other duties as assigned. 

 
TWO LOCATIONS:  Wil-O-Way Grant Recreation Center  
                               207 Lake Drive, South Milwaukee 
                                    
                               Wil-O-Way Underwood Recreation Center  
                               10602 Underwood Parkway, Wauwatosa 
 
PAY: Negotiated at time of offer      
 
INTERVIEWS will be held at the Easter Seals Kindcare Office (1016 Milwaukee Avenue, So. Milwaukee)  

Please call Susan Klawien at 571-5566 ext. 421 to schedule an interview appointment. 
 
Equal Opportunity Employer 



Milwaukee County Office for Persons with Disabilities 
Easter Seals Kindcare Southeastern Wisconsin, Inc. 

 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

 

 
POSITION AVAILABLE: Registered Nurse 
 
HOURS: Mondays-Fridays  9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (27.5 hours/week) 
 
DATES: Monday, June 27th-Friday, August 5th (no camp on July 4th) 
             * You must be able to commit to the full six weeks of camp  
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

1. Minimum of one year experience working with people with disabilities.  
2. Self-motivated and able to work well independently. 
3. Must be reliable and dependable. 
4. Ability to demonstrate Easter Seals Kindcare's Values. 

 
DUTIES: 
1. Inventory and maintain medical supplies. 
2. Maintain daily medication distribution log and daily incidents. 
3. Administer medicine to the campers. 
4. Administer first aid. 
5. Contact parents/physicians for medical information or concerns. 
6. Provide personal care of campers, i.e. feeding, tube feeding, dressing, toileting. 
7. Assume responsibility to report health concerns to Camp Site Supervisor. 
8. Clean and check assigned areas daily. 
9. Assume responsibility for use and maintenance of equipment and supplies. 
10. Complete other duties as assigned. 
 
TRAINING: Orientation: Thursday, June 23rd   8:30-a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
                   Orientation: Friday, June 24th   11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.   
                   Open House: Friday, June 24th   5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: Wil-O-Way Underwood Recreation Center 
                   10602 Underwood Parkway, Wauwatosa 
                                      
PAY: Negotiated at time of offer 
 
INTERVIEWS will be held at the Easter Seals Kindcare Office (1016 Milwaukee Avenue, So. Milwaukee) 
Please call Susan Klawien at 571-5566 ext. 421 to schedule an interview appointment. 
 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
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